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The third time that G-d counted the Jewish people was at the time when the Tabernacle was
completed. We know that the Jewish people had a lot of religious duties that they had to do.
Sometimes you do not feel like doing your religious duties, but you know you have to do
them anyway. According to Judaism, the highest mitzvah is not the mitzvah that you do
because you want to do it, but it is the mitzvah that you do because you have to do it. I
always tell this story to Sunday School classes, and they always get it wrong. I ask them the
question. What happens if a little old lady came up to you and asked you for $10 and you,
from the goodness of your heart, reach into your pocket with 2 smile and give her the $10.
What happens in exactly the same case where a little old lady comes to you and asks you for
$10 and you, this time, struggle within yourself because you do not want to give her that
$10, but you remember what your parents and Hebrew school taught you, and you reach in
your pocket with a smile and you give her the $10. Which is the greater mitzvah? Of
course, they always say that if you do it with a full heart, that is the greatest mitzvah, but it
is not according to Judaism. The greatest mitzvah is to do things when you really do not feel
like doing them but you know it is the right thing to do. You have to do the right thing.
That is why we all know that if a baby cries in the middle of the night, you do not want to
get up and feed the baby, but you have to get up. We know many times that there are many
things that you really do not feel like doing, but you know that you have to do them because
it is the right thing to do. It is like the story they tell about a little old lady who came to the
doctor's office after it had closed. The doctor had rachmones on her and opened the door for
her. No one else was there. He examined her and charged her only $20. As she left and
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was going down the hall, he noticed that she had given him two $20 bills stuck together.
Now he had an ethical problem. Should he tell his partner? We all know that we have to do
the right thing. We cannot play around. ‘We have to do the right thing even if we do not
feel like doing the right thing. That is why it is so foolish today when many young couples
come to see me and they say, "Yon know, he does not want to go to the ballet with me with
a full heart.” 1say, "What do you care? He is willing to go. By the fact that he is willing
to go, he is showing his love.” Or he will say, "She does not want 0 go to the football
game with me, but she will come.” I say, "So, what are you complaining about? Why
should she have to go with a full heart? As long as she is willing to go, that shows her love
for you." WeallknowthmonthisdayonomKippurwhichcelebmmthemartiageof(}-d
to Israel with the issuing of our ketubah again. With the second tablets, we should all
undemndtlmwehavetomakethismaniagewotk,thatwehavetorediumitisgoing
to take effort on our part. It takes a lot of effort on our part. It takes a lot of resources on
our part. We also have to know that we have to put up with each other's foibles, No charity
is perfect. There are always little problems in a community, but that does not mean that we
should not support the institutions of our community. We also know that many times we do
notfeellikedoinxdﬁngsbutweknowwemustdoitanywaybmitisthexightthing.
We know that the Jewish people have a partnership one with another, and that is how we
establish our partnership with G-d, t00. We know that even though we do not feel like doing

things sometimes we have to do them.
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We know today, too, that the Jewish people in Israel have a partnership with us, and we
know that is essential in order for the Jewish people to survive. We need Israel, not just as a
refuge, but also for spiritual development, for the ideas that they generats, for the Jewish
culture that they produce. In fact, in Israel today they have just produced a drug, the first of
its kind, for multiple sclerosis. We know that in the last election there was a minor party
that had been in the previous coalition, which advocated all ties with the Jewish diaspora, and
we showed that we were one people so that we could have a relationship with our one G-d as
a united people. They were going to get rid of the Law of Return and get rid of so many
other others. In fact, their motto was they must rid the State of Jewish religion and cultural
influences. That was basically its idea. We know that that is wrong. We know that when
we call to G-d today and ask for His forgiveness that we are doing it as part of a team, that
we have a relationship with Him, that all the Jewish people togeter, so to speak, have a
marriage with G-d. Today we got our ketubah and today we have to live up to our ketubah.
Let us all hope and pray that all of us will realize that in order to be a good Jew we have to
be a committed Jew, committed with our resources, committed to work together even though
we have foibles, and committed also to always realize that we have to do the right thing,
even though many times we may not feel like it. Let us all hope that through the merit of
realizing these things we will all be worthy of a good year, a happy year, a healthy year, a

year of peace. Amen,
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Right after we completed Kol Nidre last night, we mentioned the sentence, "May all of the
Jewish people be forgiven including all the strangers in their midst because all the people
have done it by accident. Forgive, please, for the sin of this people like the greatness of
Your kindness, as You have forgiven this people from Egypt until now and as it is written,
'And G-d said, "I forgive you according to your words".'" These sentences that we repeat
over and over in the Selichos on Yom Kippur are actually quotes from the Book of Numbers.
We know that when the Jewish people sinned at the time of the golden calf, G-d told Moshe
that if he would say the prayer, "Adoshem, Adoshem, G-d, Who is merciful and long
forbearing...", that G-d would forgive the Jewish peopie for any subsequent sins. Later on
when the Jewish people sinned at the time of the spies, when they listened to the spics and
refused to go up to the land of Israel, Moshe Rabbeinu did say the prayer Adoshem Adoshem
and the Jewish people were forgiven. That is also why we say throughout all our prayers in
the Selichos the words Adoshem Adoshem, but there is something strange that happened.
When the Jewish people were forgiven for the sin of the golden calf, G-d told Moshe He
would forgive the Jewish people but not destroy them, but that His presence would not be felt
among them. In other words, the Jewish people would no longer be distinguished, etc. G-d
would send an angel to lead them, but He, His Presence, would not be among them. Moshe
did not like this. He said, "Don’t take us up from here if Your presence is not going to be
found among the Jewish people,” and G-d relented. He agrecd that His presence would stay
with the Jewish people. At the time of the sin of the spies G-d again said He would destroy
the people and start 4 new people from Moshe Rabbeinu, but Moshe prayed to G-d and G-d
did forgive the people, and He told Moshe that He was going to punish the people, though.
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They would have to wander in the desert for forty years until all that generation died out.
This time, Moshe did not demur. He did not appeal G-d's sentence as he did at the time of
the sin of the golden calf. He accepted G-d's decision. He did not demur or question it
Why in this case didn't Moshe also spring to the defense of the Jewish people and ask G-d to
defer this sentence, to cancel this severe decree? Instead, Moshe Rabbeinu accepts it.

The answer the rabbis give to this question in the case of the spies is that in the case of the
spies the reason the people sinned is they gave up hope. When a people gives up hope, then
there is no hope.  There is nothing much you can do with them. The Jewish people had
stopped being optimistic, and when Jewish people stop being optimistic, then pretty soon they
stop being Jews. The whole secret of Yom Kippur is contained in the word hope. Yom
Kippur is a day of hope. That is why we wear white today. We do not wear black. It is
not Tisha B'Av. We kuow that G-d will forgive us. It is all up to us. We have hope that
we can renew ourselves and the world, and that's why one of the main themes of the holiday
of Yom Kippur is actually marriage, because how did the Jewish people affirm hope? By
working for the succeeding generation. Marriage is a sign of hope. That is why we read the
very strange reading that we read at Mincha time where we read all about incest, about who
can marry who, and we learn things which do not seem at all relevant to Yom Kippur,
matters like you cannot marry your sister or your sunt, etc. Why do we even have to

mention these laws and regulations?
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The reason for this, the rabbis say, is because on Yom Kippur they used to announce
engagements. The rabbis say that there were no happier times in the Jewish calendar than as
Yom Kippur and the 15th day of Av for the same reason, because on the 15th day of Av,
t00, they announced engagements. We know from this that marriage is considered a very
important institution in Judaism. In fact, it was so important the girls at the time of an
intermission (of course, in our synagogue we do not give intermissions) used to go out
dancing among themselves and the boys used to pick out their brides at that particular time on
Yom Kippur day, itself. The engagements then used to be announced,

We know, too, that the Jewish peopic are numbered and are counted on this day. We learn
in Unsane Tokef that "G-d counts us in nymbers, every single human being”. We know that
the Jewish peaple were numbered three times in the thirteenth months when they left Egypt.
They were counted the first time they left Egypt, right after they left Egypt (right after the
sin of the golden calf), and also after the Temple was erected. The rabbis ask, why were
they coumed three times in thirteen months, and then for another 39 years they were not
counted at all? The answer they give is that G-d is establishing a relationship with them, and
G-d wanted to make sure that they understood what is important in a relationship, what
makes a marriage work. Yom Kippur is also the day in which the Jewish people received
their ketubah. When Moshe Rabbeinu came down with the first set of the Ten
Commandments, he smashed them into a million smithereens. The Jewish people had lost
their ketubah, Today is also the official day in which Moshe Rabbeinu came down from the
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mountain with the second tablets. This was a day when our marriage with G-d was
reconfirmed. That's why this day also celebrates the marriage of G-d and Israel. Moshe's
face glowed when he came down the second time. The first time it did not because G-d had
done alt the work. G-d had even hewed out the stones, not just wrote the letters on the Ten
Commandments, but this time Moshe had to hew out the rocks, and G-d then hewed out the
letters on the rocks. We see from this that you have to work at a marriage to make it work.
The first marriage did not work between G-d and Israel because the Jewish people had not
actually done anything, but this time Moshe Rabbeinu, as their representative, had to do
something. In order to make a marriage work certain things have to be taken care of.
Moshe knew that the Jewish people, in order to have a good relationship with G-d, had to
understand three things.

One is, that when the Jewish peopie left Egypt they were all filled with enthusiasm and G~d
considered it a great merit that they went after G~d to a land not planted. They were filled
with enthusiasm, for freedom, etc., for their new relationship with G-d, just as people, when
they get married, they are filled with love and many times it is only an excess of hormone
levels, but they do not realize that love entails responsibility. It is not love which sanctifies a
marriage in Judaism; it is the assumption of responsility one for another. I remember a man
came to me a few years ago and he said, “You know, Rabbi, I have a terrible problem.
Every time I sleep with my wife I think that I am committing adultery, but when I sleep with
my lover I think that that is really true love, That is wonderful and holy.” I looked at him
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and said, "Fellow, you got the wrong religion or the wrong philosophy. In Judaism it is not
love which sanctifies marriage but the assumption of responsibility one for the another. You
have to be there all the time. You have to be there for each other." The paradigm for the
relationship between G-d and Israe! is the relationship between a man and 2 woman, We
have to always be responsible in our relationships. Many times after a person gets married
he finds out that he has to turn his paycheck over to his wife. He has to be there when he is
needed. He has to take care of the children. He has a lot of duties. The same is true of us
vis a vis Hashem Mishporach. Jews have to realize that they have to contribute. They have
to give a lot of their income to the synagogues, to the UJA, to support other charitable
institutions in the community. They have to do many, many things. It is hard to be a good
Jew. 1remember when I was in another synagogue, there was a fellow who was reputed to
be a multimillionaire, but he never gave a dime to the shul except for a smail amount in
membership dues because he said, "I come to shul every single day and, therefore, I am
doing my job. The Jews who do not come to shul, they are the Jews who should pay.*
That, of course, was a foolish attitude. Many people feel that they can have a relationship
with any sense of respousibility. They want to roam free, but roaming free is not a Jewish
ideal. Therefore, it was the goat that assumed responsibility that was offered on the altar,
that received meaning in his life, not the goat that ran free, which was actually run off a cliff
and ended in disaster. That, of course, is what we all know in a marriage, that there has to
be a commitment, a commitment to be there, a commitment to share resources, a

commitment to always be available when needed. That is, of course, why trial marriages
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where people live together before they are married never work, because the psychological
element of commitment is not there. It is that psychological commitment which is hard to

maintain.

The second time the Jewish people were counted was after the golden calf. Moshe Rabbeinu
pleaded for the Jewish people and said, "G-d, what did you expect? They are a slave
people.” Usually a year and a half or two years after you get married, you wake up. Love,
they say, is blind. I think that it is also deaf. No one is perfect and pretty soon the spouses
will find out that they have not married the perfect person. The Jewish people were not
perfect either. Of course, this will stop you from being bored. You will have these little
arguments all the time for the next fifty years. In fact, 1 remember the story they tell about a
man and wife who went to the doctor. Afier the doctor looked at the man, he took the wife
aside and said, "Mrs. Goldberg, I don't like the way your husband looks." She turned to
the doctor and said, "Doctor, I don't like the way he looks either, but he is good to the
children.” We all know that we have to put up with each other's foibles. As long as we
treat each other with respect and as long as we are reasonably there for each other all the
time, then it is going to be a good marriage. I remember the story about a man who loved
his wife so much that he climbed the highest mountain for her, he crossed the widest sea, he
crossed the hottest desert, and, of course, the marriage ended in divorce because he was

never home. You have to also be there for each other.




